
SAN JUAN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION 
MINUTES 

February 2nd, 2021

CALLED TO ORDER: The February 2nd, 2021 regular meeting was called to order at 6:38pm 
by Heather Taylor, CAC Chairperson.  

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Heather Taylor, Tina Cooper, Kimber Rice, Alexis Brache, Julia 
Nattkemper, Lana Wong, Javier Duran, Keri Jobe, Lacy Bauer, Angie Ferencz, and Daniel Hicks 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Jacqueline Shields, Patty Friesan, and Mary Smith.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: December 2020 minutes moved for approval by Lacy Bauer and 
seconded by Heather Taylor.  The vote was unanimously carried and the minutes were 
approved.

January 2021 minutes moved for approval by Lacy Bauer and seconded by Alexis 
Brache.  The vote unanimously carried and the minutes were approved.

SUPERINTENDENT/BOARD LIAISON UPDATE: Dr. Michael McKibbin, School Board Vice 
President, shared information about a School Board Workshop looking at issues related to 
Encina High School.  Four different areas of concern will be discussed including: building a new 
middle school campus at Encina, moving the middle school students from Encina to Creekside, 
dispersing the middle school students among other west side middle schools, or reconfiguring 
the Encina campus for joint spaces as well as separate spaces for the middle school students.  
This discussion will continue as a separation between to the middle and high school students 
has become necessary.

Dr. McKibbin went on to speak about the Superintendent's Parent Advisory Committee 
(SPAC) and how their most recent meeting included a discussion amongst groups of parents to 
address learning loss due to the pandemic.  Dr. McKibbin remarked that this was one of best 
meetings he has attended because the parents were thoughtful, engaged, and stayed late to 
discuss and share their ideas.

Similarly, during the Superintendent's Student Advisory Committee (SSAC) Meeting 
students also discussed learning loss, being out of school, what works and doesn't work in 
distance learning and ideas for Summer programs in San Juan.  This group also discussed 
experiences, reactions, and responses to current events.

MEMBER COMMENT: Daniel Hicks asked where we can find minutes for SPAC and SSAC

*Nan Roux, Administrative Assistant to Superintendent Kent Kern, shared that these minutes 
can be found at https://www.sanjuan.edu/Page/341

PUBLIC COMMENT: None.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE:  Vanessa Adolphson, Director of Special Education, shared how 
exciting it was to see students come back to programs opening up for Phase 2 Intersession.

Systems of Suppo(MTSS) Department is also working with those sites to support behavior and 
academics.  A total of 72 students are being observed as a part of this plan, 53 of which are 
currently receiving direct services.

Jessica Lauder reminded families about Open Enrollment and its impending deadline of 
January 15th, 2021.  She also stated that the SPED Department, specifically Program 
Specialists, are currently working on students' transitions from elementary to middle, middle to 
high, and high school to adult education or graduation right now.

Joann Day spoke briefly about Spring Assessments and how Distance Learning may 
affect their administration.  The California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 
(CAASPP) and California Alternative Assessment (CAA) for grades 3, 8, and 11 take place from 
April to May.  CAA for Science typically takes place January through May from grades 5, 8, and 
12. The English Language Proficiency (ELPACE) testing is year-round and the annual testing 
for reclassification takes place from February to April.  Finally, the Physical Fitness tests from
grades 5, 7, and 9 have been waived for the 2020-2021 school year.

https://www.sanjuan.edu/Page/341


The Special Education Department now has 423 students receiving in-person services.  Phase 
2 was initiated by teachers and staff interested in returning to in-person instruction.  Safety is 
the primary priority and staff are supporting students by encouraging them to wear face 
coverings, maintain social distancing creating routines, and getting used to being back on 
campus. 

Summer programs besides Extended School Year (ESY) are currently in the planning 
stage.  Open enrollment has concluded and staff are busy working on staffing and student 
placement for the 21-22 school year.

Mrs. Adolphson also stated that the department's bi-monthly Family Check-In Meetings 
have had rather low attendance for the past couple of months.  These meetings are hosted 
twice monthly by the Special Education Department's Administration and encourage families 
communicate how things are going for their students and families.

Finally, the vacant Program Specialist position left by Jessica Lauder has been filled by 
Kamari Guinn, a current Special Education Teacher from Carnegie Middle School.  The contact 
information has been updated on the department's website at https://www.sanjuan.edu/
page/292

MEMBER COMMENTS: Lana Wong asked where the Phase 2 in-person programs were 
located.  Mrs. Adolphson clarified the only elementary self-contained mild/moderate programs 
have opened.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None. 

PRESENTATION: Elizabeth Lopes, Coordinator for School and Family Problem Resolution in 
the Family and Community Engagement (FACE) Department presented.  Ms. Lopez assists 
families with problems that escalate to the district level to support with resolution.  The FACE 
team includes core staff, parent/family support ambassadors at high schools, and parent 
liaisons at Title 1 or high-density schools.  FACE provides family education workshops, 
classes, and resources to support academic achievement and staff training to work with 
diverse families and students.  This department also provides a wide variety of student 
supports an example of which is Women Empowering Women (WEW), a collaboration to 
address issues for young women, suspension rates, and issues specific to gender needs.  
Listening sessions, also hosted by the FACE Department, elevate the student voice and guide 
family and community resources.  Inter-deaprtment collaboration provides site support, conflict 
resolution and academic support across the district.

FACE serves as the Superintendent's designee in assisting families, students, and 
community members in resolving concerns.  Problem resolution is centered around the 
relationship between family and school site.  Their staff works to build partnerships for 
educational and community collaborations, volunteer opportunities and donations, and serves 
as representative on many local committees representing San Juan Unified School District.

MEMBER COMMENTS: Heather Taylor asked about college tours.  Who should the student 
and/or family speak with at a site or district-level when they are looking for more information.  
Ms. Lopez stated that a high school counselor or college/career technician can support this at 
the school site.

PUBLIC COMMENT: A member of the public inquired about adult continuation classes for 
their son after high school.  They were reassured that a Special Education staff member would 
reach out to them.

PRESENTATION: Jodie Agnew and Aja McKee, CalTASH Board President and Vice 
President presented.  Ms. Agnew is an Early Intervention Specialist for Special Education at 
the CHIME Institute and Ms. Mckee is an assistant professor for Special Education at Cal 
Fullerton.
 CalTASH is the California chapter of TASH, an international leader in disability 
advocacy for human rights and the inclusion of those with the most significant disability support 
needs across the lifespan.  Their mission is to promote full-inclusion for people with disabilities.  
CalTASH, founded in 1982, is the largest and most active chapter.  Board members are

http://www.seedsofpartnership.org/calendar.html
https://myears2hear.org


volunteers consisting of self advocates, educators, early interventionists, university faculty, 
disability-related business owners, and family members who all bring various perspectives to help 
see and advocate for the bigger picture.  Some of their committees include legislative and policy, 
diversity and equity, conference planning, fundraising, nominations and elections, and 
communications.  There are different ways to involved.  For more information visit 
www.caltash.org/committees.
 CalTASH provides research to practice training on inclusive education for early Childhood 
Education through post-secondary.  Annual conferences include research study and informative 
presentations on inclusive education, communication resources such as AACs, employment, 
community living, families, early childhood education, disability culture and advocacy, 
"speakeasies", and town halls.  These events also provide opportunities for individuals interested 
in self-advocacy, families, caregivers, and others to network and collaborate.  This year's annual 
conference will be held virtually on March 5th and 6th and features keynote speaker, LeDerick 
Horne.  Registration fees are determined on a sliding scale, including free of charge.

MEMBER COMMENTS: Angie Ferencz stated that she has never heard of these resources and 
inquired about how they could be better promoted.
 Kimber Rice stated that she has previously attended a CalTASH conference on a parent 
scholarship and thanked the presenters for coming.  She concluded by saying that the 
organization's website and social media have been invaluable resources.
 Heather Taylor stated that she has visited CalTASH's website and asked if there is support 
and resources for non-English speakers.  CalTASH responded that, unfortunately, their 
organization is seeking more support and/or volunteers to accommodate this need.  
 Heather Taylor then inquired about their legislative work.  CalTASH responded by saying 
that their main focus has recently been advocating for vaccines for individuals with different 
abilities.
 Kimber then asked about a list serve for advocacy action items.  CalTASH stated that, 
unfortunately, there is no list serve at this time.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Ryan Digman stated that this was a great presentation.  This individual saw 
CalTASH on the agenda and came to CAC for the first time to hear this specifically.

COMMITTEE BUSINESS: 
• Parliamentarian Nominations: no nominations at this time.
• SPAC Representative Report: The most recent meeting, attended by Kimber Rice, covered 

topics such as, student and family input for mitigating learning loss, summer programs, and 
distance learning.

• SELPA Legislative Day Subcommittee:  Kimber Rice motioned to create the subcommittee.  
This was seconded by Heather Taylor.  The motion carried unanimously.  Kimber Rice then 
offered to chair this committee and Daniel Hicks offered to participate.  This event is 
tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, May 5th and will be hosted virtually.

• You Light the Way Subcommittee Update: We received over 50 nominations this year.  Last 
year's recognized individuals will be honored at this year's event as well.

MEMBER COMMENTS: Kimber Rice shared information regarding Ed Roberts' Day, a day that 
honors the founding father of the disability rights movement.  She then shared information about 
the film "Crip Camp", featured on YouTube and Netflix this movie is about the disability rights 
movement.  More information  including free curriculum for teachers can be found at 
cripcamp.com.
 Heather Taylor encouraged families to reach out to their Program Specialists for individual 
family and student concerns.  Contact information for staff members of the Special Education 
Department can be found at https://www.sanjuan.edu/page/292

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None.



MEMBER COMMENTS: None.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None.

ADJOURNMENT: Kimber Rice moved to adjourn the meeting.  This was seconded by Tina 
Cooper.  There being no further business, this meeting was adjourned at 8:28p

Respectfully submitted by,

Heather Taylor, Chairperson

Kimber Rice, Secretary

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 
a. Local Continuity Plan update
b. Cameron Ranch inclusion program presentation
c. Department of Equity
d. Parliamentarian nominations
e. CAC Officer elections
f. Parent education and community resources: Arc of California, Family Voices of California, State 

Council on Developmental Disabilities, MIND Institute Family Resource Center, Disability Rights 
Education Defense Fund, California Transition Alliance, Supporting Inclusive Practices, Inclusive 
Schools Week.
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